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THE ALPHABET OF BEN SIRA. 

2o*iA Seipax LI. 13-29 from The Old Testament in Greek 
according to the Septuagint, H. B. Swete, D.D. (11, 753 f., 
Camb., 1896), with the letters of Ben Sira's Alphabet 
assigned conjecturally to their places in relation to the 
Greek. 

M 13 ?n i)V vedrepos irpiv 17 'nXavrjdijval jxe, 

i^-qruja-a <ro<f>(av npo^av&s iv irpoo-evxj? M^v 
H J4 ivavTi vaov rj^Covv irepl avrrjs, 

Koi ia)s ia-^CLTrnv Ik^ttjo-w avrriv. 
J 15 ii S.vOovs m '7repKa(o'6<Tr}s araAfivk^s 

(v<^p&vdr\ fj Kapbia jiov kv avrfj' 
1 iv^^ri 6 TTot/s jAOv ev evOiurrjTi, 

Ik veorriTos ptov txvevov avrriv. 
n 16 IxAtva d\Cyov to ovs p-ov koI ebe^dpiriv, 

Koi TToWr}!) e^pov Ijnovrfi iraibelav 
1 17 nrpoKOTTT) ^yiviTO poi fv avr^' 

TW bibovTi p.01 <TO<l>iav b(a(Ta> to^av. 
t 18 bievorjdrjV yap row iroirja-ai avrriv, 

Kal i^^Kwara rb ayadov, koX ov ji*^ ato^upfl<5. 
n 19 Sia/xefidxioTot rj \jn^i^ ptov h a%nf, 

Kal ev 7rot^«ret kifiov hiriKpi^axyap.r]v 
D ray \iip&s jiov l^€ir€Ta<ra irpbs ij^os, 

in ***** * 

'I ******* 

Kal rh ayvcyqpMTa avrrjs fTrivOrja-a' 

3 20 r^j; y^xV" M®" Karevdvva els avrrjv, 

******* 

7 KapbCav iKTria-dfiriv p-er avr&v air' &pxiqs, 

Kal iv KaOapia-pi.^ eipov avnjv 
bia TOVTO ov p-ri iyKarakei^dw, 
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bia TovTo €KTri(raixr]V ayaObv K-nJixa. 
i 23 I8ft)icev KTupios y\&<T(r6.v jxoi fiurOov fJLOv, 
Kal iv amy alvea-o) avrov. 

Kal av\i<r&r]Tf Iv o?k<}> itaihflas, 
y 24 KoX Sti v(TT€p(i<rdai Aeyerc iv Toi/rois, 

Kal at ^jrvxal vix&v biyjr&<n a(j)6bpa, 
3 25 rjvoi^a to orofxa liov Kal i\akr]<ra 

Krijo-ao-^e avrots &v€v &pyvplov' 
2{ 26 Tov Tpdxr]^ov vp.&v xmoOfn vtto C^6v, 

Kol iitibe^d<r0(i) fj "yffvxri vix&v iraxbelav 
p eyyis ioTiv evpeiv avrriv. 

1 27 Ibere kv o^daXixois ifJMv 5ti SkCyov ^KOTtCaa-a, 

Kal f^pov ejxavTi^ iroAA^r avd-rraviriv, 
^ 28 nerda-xfTe Traibelav kv itoXKIa &pidiJiM hpyvpiov, 

KoH Tto)^ xpvcrbv KTri<Ta<r6€ kv avrfj' 
r\ 29 fv^pavOeCrf ^ ^XV ^/iSv kv t& lA^ei avTov, 

Kal fxri alfTxyvdilriTe kv alvf<rfi avrov. 

C. Tatloe. 



[Note.— The Master of St. John's College, Cambridge, delivered 
a public lecture on November 2, 1904, in which the above arrange- 
ment of the Alphabet vras presented. The full text of the lecture 
■will eventually appear in the Journal of Philology. Dr. Taylor has 
also reconstructed the Hebrew (on the basis of the Cambridge MS., 
with important conjectural emendations) and has come to the general 
conclusion that the Hebrew is not a retranslation from the Syriac. 
The Hebrew text, however, he regards as corrupt. Dr. Taylor made 
the suggestion that in the Hebrew the C3 line begins 'B3 TinSCa 
DntD? ; the t line with TIDDT (synonymous emendation for TiaSTl) ; 
and the D line Dv3Dn ''?« mD {yWO synonymous emendation of 13B, 

cf. Bickell). 

Ed. J. Q. B.] 



